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Abstract.—Dolichophis caspius is present in Romania only in the southern regions, which partially represent 
its northern distribution limit. In recent years, new data on the distribution of D. caspius in the country have 

been collected, with many of these records being road-killed individuals. Conducted during 2013-2019, this 

survey further completes the information on this species’ distribution in southern Romania, recording 55 

(mostly new) distribution localities. Dolichophis caspius is a constant presence in the Danube meadow, and it 

also advances northwards along the Jiu, Olt, and Arges River meadows. Dolichophis caspius was mostly found 

to inhabit areas with loess walls, but it was also present in flat areas with agricultural terrains. Most of these 

records were road-killed individuals. The high number of new distribution records could be driven by the last 

year’s weather conditions, which were unusually warm and dry in the region. Also, the high number of road- 
killed snakes clearly reflects the increasing level of the human pressure on D. caspius in a region where natural 

habitats are becoming increasingly rare. 
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Introduction 

The Caspian Whipsnake (Dolichophis caspius) is an 

Eastern-Mediterranean species (e.g., Tomovic et al. 

2014), present in Europe in its south-eastern regions, the 

Italian Peninsula, and the Balkan Peninsula (Sillero et al. 

2014). A large part of its distribution range was probably 

populated shortly after the last glacial maximum (Nagy et 

al. 2010). The north-western limit of its distribution range 

reaches Hungary and Romania (see Nagy et al. 2010; 

Sahlean et al. 2014). In Hungary, it occupies only a very 

small territory near the Danube River, where it ascends 

farther north than in Romania, and in the last years new 

distribution records have been reported (e.g., Korsos et 

al. 2002; Bellaagh et al. 2008). Nevertheless, even the 

largest population in Hungary seems to be in decline 

(Frank et al. 2012). In Romania, D. caspius is present 

only in the southern part of the country, along the Danube 

River, especially in Dobruja (see Cogalniceanu et al. 

2013; Sahlean et al. 2019). Its populations are considered 

to be declining in the country, with some regarded 
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as extinct (Iftime 2001-2002). The new distribution 

records of the last decades (Strugariu and Gherghel 

2007; Covaciu-Marcov and David 2010; Sahlean et al. 

2010; Ferenti et al. 2011; Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2012a) 

updated the knowledge on the species distribution in 

Romania (Cogalniceanu et al. 2013). However, D. 

caspius was still recorded in new localities in more recent 

years (Iftime and Iftime 2015, 2017; Sahlean et al. 2019), 

while large gaps in its known distribution range still 

remain (Sahlean et al. 2019). The majority of the recent 

distribution records represent road-killed individuals 

(e.g., Covaciu-Marcov and David 2010; Ferenti et al. 

2011; Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2012a). Although these 

data indicate that D. caspius has a broader distribution 

range in Romania than was previously considered (Fuhn 

and Vancea 1961), they also confirm the pressure under 

which it is being subjected (Iftime 2001-2002). In the 

light of these facts, records of road-killed whipsnakes are 

of particular interest. Therefore, this note is an update on 

D. caspius distribution and road mortality intensity along 

the Danube in southern Romania. 
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Fig. 1. Dolichophis caspius distribution in southern Romania. 

Squares: previous records (after Cogalniceanu et al. 2013; 

Iftime and Iftime 2016, 2017), red dots: new records. 

Materials and Methods 

The information on the distribution of D. caspius in 

southern Romania was obtained from field studies realized 

between 2013 and 2019. In 2016, 2017, and 2018, the 

Danube meadow between Drobeta-Turnu Severin and 

Fetesti was surveyed once each year, in spring or in autumn. 

Additional surveys occurred 2—3 times each year in the 

western sector, from Drobeta-Turnu Severin to Bechet, 

and 1—2 times each year in the Jiu River meadow, between 

Craiova and Bechet. In total, ~29 days were spent in areas 

which could shelter D. caspius populations. None of those 

days were dedicated specifically to D. caspius, and snakes 

were observed by chance during other field work in the 

region (e.g., Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2017a,b, 2018). Road- 

killed individuals were observed directly from the car by 

driving at speeds of 50-60 km/h on roads with low traffic, 

a method previously used in the region (Covaciu-Marcov 

et al. 2012a). In some cases, direct searches for snakes 

were conducted in favorable habitats, and the observed 

individuals were recorded and photographed. Road- 

killed individuals were also photographed, and those in 

better physical condition were collected and deposited 

in the zoological collection of the University of Oradea, 

Romania. 

Results 

Dolichophis caspius individuals were recorded from 55 

distribution localities in southern Romania (Table 1), most 

of which (52) were new distribution records (Fig. 1). The 

majority of the new distribution records are located in the 

western part of southern Romania, in the historical region 

of Oltenia, in Mehedinti and Dolj counties. Overall, 73 

individual D. caspius snakes were identified. Five of the 

whipsnakes were encountered alive, while the others 

were found killed either by humans (two individuals), or 

by cars on the roads (Fig. 2). Juveniles and adults of up 
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Fig. 2. Road killed Dolichophis caspius individual from 

Listeva, Dolj County, Romania. 

to 1.60 m total length were both found killed on roads. 

Dolichophis caspius individuals were mostly found in 

spring (April-May) and autumn (September—October). 

Discussion 

Compared to the previously available data (e.g., 

Cogalniceanu et al. 2013; Iftime and Iftime 2015, 2017; 

Sahlean et al. 2019), the results reported here more than 

double the number of D. caspius records in the Danube 

meadow. This confirms once again that the species 

presents a continuous distribution in the region (e.g., 

Ferenti et al. 2011; Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2012a). While 

this fact was already well-established in the central 

part of the meadow (Sahlean et al. 2010; Ferenti et al. 

2011; Cogalniceanu et al. 2013; Iftime and Iftime 2015, 

2017), in the western parts the new data completed the 

D. caspius distribution range between Drobeta-Turnu 

Severin and the Olt River (Fig. 1), where a large gap 

has existed until now (Sahlean et al. 2019). These new 

records also show a continuous distribution along the 

Jiu River between Bechet and Craiova, and confirm the 

sporadic presence of this species north of Craiova (e.g., 

Sahlean et al. 2019). Although the three previously known 

distribution localities along the Jiu River already indicated 

this, Caspian Whipsnakes were rarely recorded in the 

region (e.g., Sahlean et al. 2019), despite the presence of 

apparently favorable habitats. The whipsnakes are also 

continuously distributed between Olt and Jiu Rivers. Based 

on only four records, D. caspius seems less common in 

the area between Calafat and Bechet. The records from the 

Arges River region confirm that the species is currently 

well represented, although it was previously considered 

extinct from one locality (Iftime 2001—2002). 
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Table 1. Dolichophis caspius distribution records in southern Romania. Asterisks (*) indicate previous records. County abbreviations: 

Mh = Mehedinti County, Gr = Giurgiu County, Cl = Calarasi County, Tr = Teleorman County, Ot = Olt County, Dj = Dolj County, 

Il = Ialomita County. 

‘ p : Road- Human ‘ 
Locality Date(s) Geographic coordinates killed killed 

aera oe 2 VI 2018 1 
1 Mh : 0 ee : ae 44°39’28.90”N, 22°40°01.68"E 

every ane 24 V 2015 2 

3 VI 2018 E 4 y 3 Den Sees Coes 

Pristol / Garla Mare} 21 VI 2016 | 44°13°08.71”N, 22°44°15.95"E] 1 [| - fe 

Vanju Mare /Bucura | 10 V 2014 | 44°24’39.12”N, 22°51°52.83"E} 1 |  - | - | 
Arginesti / Butoiesti_| 28 VI 2015 | 44°34°39.33”N, 23°24°07.66"E} 1 | - | - | 

Gruia / Patulele V2013 | 44°18°12.86”N, 22°44°27.07"E]| 1 |  - | - 

Balta Verde 30 1X 2019 | 44°20°17.70"N, 22°36°03.54"E] 1 | - | - | 

Gr/Cl__| Greaca/Cascioarele* | 121V 2014 | 44°07°37.37°N, 26°25°04.89"E] - [| - | 1 

13 X 2018, 0 > 0 >» 

; nh 13 X 2018, ys 5 mies 09 

13 X 2018 . > ° » oa S124 [esoonrens ee 
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Table 1 (continued). Dolichophis caspius distribution records in southern Romania. Asterisks (*) indicate previous records. County 

abbreviations: Mh = Mehedinti County, Gr = Giurgiu County, Cl = Calarasi County, Tr = Teleorman County, Ot = Olt County, Dj 

= Dolj County, I] = Ialomita County. 

Road- Human 
No. | County Locality Date(s) Geographic coordinates killed killed 

ee a 
Tas | D) | Bechet w the harbour | 14x 2017 [asrac'on 70". ss7a09E| 1 | - - 
Taf pf sao | 2va0 [serie nasemoref 1 [| 
ras [pi | titra | axa0is [esos ae nassssiaref 1 | -  - 

= a 
30 VII 43°50’27. SPN 23°50 5737 .E 

Zaval 019 

53 Il Tandarei 28 VII 44°38°44.96 N, 27°41°06.00”E 1 
; 2018 

Tandarei / Mihail 25 VII 44°39’11.49”N, 27°42’29.19”E 
54 Il ve 1 

Kogalniceanu 2019 

The new records confirm the association of D. 

caspius with the loess walls of the Danube meadow (e.g., 

Ferenti et al. 2011; Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2012a). Most 

observations were made in areas with loess walls, both 

along the Danube meadow and its main tributaries (Jiu, 

Olt, Arges). Along the Danube, loess walls have southern 

exposure; while along the Jiu (Fig. 3) and Olt Rivers they 

have western exposure, with southern oriented meadows, 

and along the Arges River they are exposed to the north. 

Only some localities, such as Macesu de Jos, are devoid 

of loess walls, with a plain relief and an indistinguishable 

boundary between the meadow and its neighboring 

terraces. In such cases, agricultural lands surrounding the 

roads were used by D. caspius, as is found in other parts 

of its distribution area (e.g., Ioannidis and Bousbouras 

1997; Arslan et al. 2018; Sahin and Afsar 2018). Thus, 

the loess walls are confirmed to be favorable habitats for 

D. caspius (e.g., Korsos et al. 2002; Bellaagh et al. 2008), 

but some individuals persist even in flat habitats. 

The data presented here extend the northern limit of the 

distribution of D. caspius along the Danube tributaries. 

Whipsnakes are xerophilous, influenced by temperature 

and precipitation, and so the future northward distribution 

could be facilitated by climate change (see Sahlean et 

al. 2014), and even hatching time depends regionally 

on temperature (Sahlean and Strugariu 2018). In south- 

western Romania, the last few decades were warmer and 

drier than longer term averages (Pravalie et al. 2014), 

and D. caspius was mostly recorded in the regions of the 

country with a drier climate (Matei et al. 2016). The high 
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number of whipsnakes found could be a consequence of 

favorable climatic conditions that enabled an increase in 

the population growth rate. Moreover, D. caspius could 

already be at an advantage due to climate change, despite 

the high number of road-killed individuals. Nevertheless, 

until recently the Danube meadow was mostly covered 

by wet areas, lakes, or forests (probably except for the 

loess walls), which are now drained, deforested, and 

replaced with agricultural terrains (e.g., Licurici 2011; 

Benecke et al. 2013; Geacu et al. 2018). Thus, agriculture 

probably enlarged D. caspius habitats beyond the loess 

walls. This scenario 1s supported by previous records of 

this species in the agricultural areas of other regions as 

well (e.g., loannidis and Bousbouras 1997; Arslan et al. 

2018; Sahin and Afsar 2018). 

The high number of D. caspius records is not 

necessarily an indicator of favorable conditions, but 

Fig. 3. Dolichophis caspius habitat inJ iu meadow, Romania. 
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clearly suggests a great human pressure in which 

snakes are disturbed by intensive agriculture and habitat 

alteration. In trying to avoid this impact, they move more 

often, more frequently falling victim to the increasing 

road traffic. Increased traffic intensity is known to 

increase road mortality (e.g., Jones et al. 2014; Miranda 

et al. 2017; Goncalves et al. 2018), even if D. caspius is 

the fastest snake in Romania (Fuhn and Vancea 1961). In 

addition, the greater activity of herpetologists may have 

increased the number of records and observed road-killed 

individuals. Nevertheless, we have no prior information 

on the species status before the extensive alteration of 

the Danube meadow (e.g., Licurici 2011; Benecke et al. 

2013; Geacu et al. 2018). Dolichophis caspius records 

based on road-killed individuals are not specific only to 

Romania (Covaciu-Marcov and David 2010; Ferenti et al. 

2011; Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2012a; Sahlean et al. 2019), 

but are also commonly reported in other regions (e.g., 

Korsos et al. 2002; Krémar et al. 2007; Kambourova- 

Ivanova et al. 2012; Mollov et al. 2013). Most of the 

whipsnakes found were killed on roads situated at the 

upper limit of the loess walls, just as previously indicated 

(Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2012a). Road-killed individuals 

were rarely recorded at the base of the loess walls, or in 

regions without loess walls. 

In southern Romania, D. caspius has arrived 

only recently, at the end of its postglacial expansion 

(Nagy et al. 2010). It uses natural and restrictive, but 

also modified, habitats. Its protected status (O.U.G 

57/2007, Monitorului Oficial al Romaniei, http://www. 

monitoruloficial.ro/) increases the importance of the 

regional biodiversity, where numerous relicts are present 

(e.g., Pascovschi 1967; Ferenti and Covaciu-Marcov 

2014; Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2017a, 2018). Dolichophis 

caspius is not the only southern species with its northern 

distribution limit in this region, but there are also other 

amphibian and reptile species in the same category (e.g., 

Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2012b; Cogalniceanu et al. 2013; 

Székely et al. 2013). 

The records of D. caspius, especially road-killed 

individuals, have been increasing in recent years in 

Romania (e.g., Strugariu and Gherghel 2007; Covaciu- 

Marcov and David 2010; Sahlean et al. 2010; Ferenti 

et al. 2011; Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2012a; Iftime and 

Iftime 2015, 2017; Sahlean et al. 2019). The finding of 

numerous snakes is a consequence of what kills them, 

namely the road network development. The impact of 

roads on biodiversity is increasingly clear, including in 

Romania (e.g., Cicort-Lucaciu et al. 2012, 2016; Ciolan 

et al. 2017; Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2017c; Popovici 

and Ile 2018; Teodor et al. 2019). The proposal of 

speed reductions in regions populated by whipsnakes 

(Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2012a) is no longer feasible 

because, according to the new distribution records, the 

speed limits would need to be applied to hundreds of km 

of the roadway. If the protection of relicts strictly related 

to natural habitats is relatively facile, depending on the 
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conservation of the last remnants of initial habitats, 

then the conservation of a species (such as D. caspius) 

which recently arrived at its postglacial expansion (Nagy 

et al. 2010) and is probably influenced by the climatic 

changes (Sahlean et al. 2014) or even by some human 

impacts, is much more difficult. This difficulty is further 

compounded by the fact that this species could enter in 

conflict with the exact factors that favor it at the moment. 

Literature Cited 

Arslan D, Olivier A, Ca&das Y, Ilhan BI, Dénduren O, 
Ernoul L, Beck N, Cigek K. 2018. Distribution and 

current status of herpetofauna in the Gediz Delta 

(Western Anatolia, Turkey). Herpetology Notes 11: 

1-15. 

Bellaagh M, Korsos Z, Szelényi G. 2008. New 

occurrences of the Caspian Whipsnake, Dolichophis 

caspius (Reptilia: Serpentes: Colubridae) along the 

River Danube in Hungary. Acta Zoologica Bulgarica 

60(2): 213-217. 

Benecke N, Hansen S, Nowacki D, Reingruber A, 

Ritche K, Wunderlich J. 2013. Pietrele in the Lower 

Danube region: integrating archaeological, faunal, 

and environmental investigations. Documenta 

Praehistorica 40: 175-193. 

Cicort-Lucaciu AS, Covaciu-Marcov SD, Bogdan HV, 

Sas I. 2012. Implication upon herpetofauna of a road 

and its reconstruction in Carei Plain Natural Protected 

Area (Romania). Ecologia Balkanica 4(1): 99-105. 

Cicort-Lucaciu AS, Sas-Kovacs I, Covaciu-Marcov SD. 

2016. Non-road human influences upon road mortality 

on three secondary roads in the Valsan River protected 

area, Romania. Oltenia, Studii si Comunicari, Stiintele 

Naturii 32(2): 99-106. 

Ciolan E, Cicort-Lucaciu AS, Sas-Kovacs I, Ferenti S, 

Covaciu-Marcov SD. 2017. Wooded area, forest road- 

killed animals: intensity and seasonal differences of 

road mortality on a small, newly upgraded road in 

western Romania. 7ransportation Research Part D: 

Transport and Environment 55: 12-20. 

Cogalniceanu D, Rozylowicz L, Székely P, Samoila 

C, Stanescu F, Tudor M, Székely D, Iosif R. 2013. 

Diversity and distribution of reptiles in Romania. 

ZooKeys 341: 49-76. 

Covaciu-Marcov SD, David A. 2010. Dolichophis 

caspius (Serpentes: Colubridae) in Romania: new 

distribution records from the northern limit of its 

range. Turkish Journal of Zoology 34: 119-121. 

Covaciu-Marcov SD, Ferenti S, Ghira IV, Sas I. 2012a. 

High road mortality of Dolichophis caspius in 

southern Romania. Is this a problem? What can we 

do? North-Western Journal of Zoology 8(2): 370-373. 

Covaciu-Marcov SD, Ferenti S, Cicort-Lucaciu AS, Sas 

I. 2012b. Eryx jaculus (Reptilia, Boidae) north of 

Danube: a road-killed specimen from Romania. Acta 

Herpetologica 7(1): 41-47. 

April 2020 | Volume 14 | Number 1 | e232 



Caspian Whipsnake distribution in Romania 

Covaciu-Marcov SD, Sas-Kovacs I, Cicort-Lucaciu AS. 

2017a. Lower than the lowest! Relict Salamandra 

salamandra population in Starmina Hill, south- 

western Romania. Russian Journal of Herpetology 

24(1): 81-83. 

Covaciu-Marcov SD, Ferenti S, Sas-Kovacs I. 2017b. 

New records of Perccottus glenii Dybowski, 1877 

from south-western Romania: invasion in Timis and 
Aranca Rivers. South Western Journal of Horticulture, 

Biology, and Environment 8(2): 123-128. 

Covaciu-Marcov SD, Puskas A, Pop AN, Tart M, Ferenti 

S. 2017c. Road-killed amphibians and reptiles on a 

local road in a protected area in western Romania. 

Acta Zoologica Bulgarica 69(1): 115-120. 

Covaciu-Marcov SD, Cupsa D, Telcean IC, Sas- 

Kovacs I, Ferenti S. 2018. Two new populations 

of the European Mudminnow, Umbra krameri 

(Actinopterygii: Esociformes: Umbridae), in south- 

western Romania with the first record in Banat region. 

Acta Ichthyologica et Piscatoria 48(3): 251—255. 

Ferenti S, Covaciu-Marcov SD. 2014. Relict populations 

of AHAyloniscus  transsilvanicus and Ligidium 

germanicum in the Blahnita Plain, south-western 

Romania. Spixiana 37(1): 69-72. 

Ferenti S, Cupsa D, Telcean IC. 2011. Dolichophis 

caspius (Gmelin, 1789) is indeed continuously 

distributed in southern Romania: zoogeographical 

and conservational implications of identifying new 

populations. Carpathian Journal of Earth and 

Environmental Sciences 6(1): 273-276. 

Frank K, Majer, J, Dudas G. 2012. Capture-recapture 

data of Large Whip Snake Coluber caspius 

(Gmelin, 1789), in southern Transdanubia, Hungary. 

Herpetozoa 25(1/2): 68-71. 

Fuhn I, Vancea S. 1961. Fauna Republicii Populare 

Romaine, Vol. XIV, Fascicola 2, Reptilia. Editura 

Academiei R.P.R., Bucharest, Romania. 352 p. 

Geacu S, Dumitrascu M, Grigorescu I. 2018. On the 

biogeographical significance of protected forest areas 

in southern Romania. Sustainability 10(7): 2,282. 

Goncalves LO, Alvares DJ, Texeira FZ, Schuck G, Coelho 

IP, Esperandio IB, Anza J, Beduschi J, Bastazini VAG, 

Kindel A. 2018. Reptile road-kills in southern Brazil: 

composition, hot moments, and hotspots. Science of 

the Total Environment 615: 1,438—1,445. 

Iftime A. 2001-2002. Lista rosie comentata a amfibienilor 
si reptilelor din Romania. Ocrotirea Naturii_ si 

Mediului Inconjurdtor 44-45: 39-49, 

Iftime A, Iftime O. 2015. Contributions to the knowledge 

on the amphibians and reptiles of Teleorman County 

(southern Romania). Travaux du Muséum National 

d’Histoire Naturelle “Grigore Antipa” 58(1—2): 63— 

71. 

Iftime A, Iftime O. 2017. Contributions to the knowledge 

on the amphibians and reptiles of Ialomita County 

(south-eastern Romania). Travaux du Muséum 

National d Histoire Naturelle “Grigore Antipa” 

Amphib. Reptile Conserv. 

60(2): 505-516. 

Ioannidis Y, Bousbouras D. 1997. The space utilization 

by reptiles in Prespa National Park. Hydrobiologia 

351: 135-142. 

Jones DN, Griffiths MR, Griffiths JR, Hacker JLF, Hacker 

JB. 2014. Implications of upgrading a minor forest 

road on traffic and road-kill in southeast Queensland. 

Australasian Journal of Environmental Management 

21(4): 429-440. 

Kambourova-Ivanova N, Koshev Y, Popgeorgiev G, 

Ragyov D, Pavlova M, Mollov I, Nedialkov N. 

2012. Effect of traffic on mortality of amphibians, 

reptiles, birds, and mammals on two types of roads 

between Pazardzhik and Plovdiv Region (Bulgaria): 

preliminary results. Acta Zoologica Bulgarica 64(1): 

57-67. 

Korsos Z, Mara G, Traser G. 2002. A haragos sikl6 

(Coluber caspius Gmelin, 1789) ujabb eléfordulasa 

Magyarorszagon. Folia Historico-Naturalia Musei 

Matraensis 26: 335-339. 

Krémar S, Mikuska J, Kleteéki E. 2007. New records 

of Dolichophis caspius (Gmelin, 1789), (Reptilia: 

Colubridae) in Croatia, Montenegro, and Serbia. Acta 

Zoologica Bulgarica 59(1): 101-103. 

Licurict M. 2011. Human-induced environmental 

changes and floodplain restoration necessity along the 

Danube, on the Drobeta-Turnu Severin-Bechet Sector. 

Forum Geografic. Studii si Cercetari de Geografie si 

Protectia Mediului 10(2): 350-363. 

Matei M, Laslo L, Ciobotaru N, Musat C, Boboc M, 

Raischi M, Gyorgy D. 2016. Assessment of pressures 

caused by climatic changes on wetlands in Romania 

based on MAES framework. /nternational Journal of 

Environmental Science |: 265-271. 

Miranda JES, Umetsu RK, de Melo FR, Melo FCSA, 

Pereira KF, Oliveira SR. 2017. Roadkill in the 

Brazilian cerrado savanna: comparing five highways 

in southwestern Goias. Oecologia Australis 21(3).: 

337-349. 

Mollov IA, Kirov KH, Petrova ST, Georgiev DG, 

Velcheva IG. 2013. Assessing the influence of the 

automobile traffic on the amphibians and reptiles in 

the buffer zone of Biosphere Reserve “Srebarna” (NE 

Bulgaria). Ecologia Balkanica 5(2): 31-39. 

Nagy ZT, Bellaagh M, Wink M, Paunovic A, Korsos Z. 

2010. Phylogeography of the Caspian Whipsnake in 

Europe with emphasis on the westernmost populations. 

Amphibia-Reptilia 31: 455-461. 

Pascovschi S. 1967. Succesiunea Speciilor Forestiere. 

Editura Agrosilvica, Bucuresti, Romania. 319 p. 
Popovici PV, Ile GA. 2018. Variations of road mortality 

in 24 hours on a local road from eastern Romania: 

implications for monitoring. South-Western Journal of 

Horticulture, Biology, and Environment 9(1): 35-46. 

Pravalie R, Sirodoev I, Peptenatu D. 2014. Detecting 

climate change effects on forest ecosystems in 

southwestern Romania using Landsat TM NDVI data. 

April 2020 | Volume 14 | Number 1 | e232 



Covaciu-Marcov et al. 

Journal of Geographical Sciences 24(5): 815-832. 

Sahin MK, Afsar M. 2018. Evaluation of the reptilian 

fauna in Amasya province, Turkey, with new locality 

records. Gazi University Journal of Science 31(A4): 

1,007—1,020. 

Sahlean TC, Strugariu A. 2018. Some observations on 

the reproductive biology of the Caspian Whipsnake 

(Dolichophis caspius) in Romania. Travaux du 

Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle “Grigore 

Antipa” 61(2): 199-204. 

Sahlean TC, Mester LE, Craciun N. 2010. First 

distribution record for the Large Whip Snake 

(Dolichophis caspius Gmelin, 1789) in the county of 

Teleorman (Islaz, Romania). Biharean Biologist 4(2): 

181-183. 

Sahlean TC, Gherghel I, Papes M, StrugariuA, Zamfirescu 

SR. 2014. Refining climate change projections for 

organisms with low dispersal abilities: a case study 

of the Caspian Whip Snake. PLoS ONE 9(3): e91994. 

Sahlean TC, Strugariu A, Zamfirescu SR, Chisamera 

G, Stanciu CR, Gavril VD, Gherghel I. 2019. Filling 

the gaps: updated distribution of the Caspian Whip 

Snake (Dolichophis caspius, Reptilia: Colubridae) 

and human impacts upon the fauna. 

Sciences, Department of Biology. 

Amphib. Reptile Conserv. 

in Romania. Russian Journal of Herpetology 26(5): 

305-308. 

Sillero N, Campos J, Bonardi A, Corti C, Creemers R, 

Crochet P-A, Crnobrnja Isailovic J, Denoél M, Ficetola 

GF, Goncalves J, et al. 2014. Updated distribution and 

biogeography of amphibians and reptiles of Europe. 

Amphibia-Reptilia 35: 1-31. 

Strugariu A, Gherghel I. 2007. New record on the 

occurrence of Dolichophis  caspius (Reptilia: 

Colubridae) in Romanian Moldavia. North-Western 

Journal of Zoology 3(1): 57-61. 

Székely P, Iosif R, Székely D, Stanescu F, Cogalniceanu 

D. 2013. Range extension for the Eastern Spadefoot 

Toad Pelobates syriacus (Boettger, 1889) (Anura: 

Pelobatidae). Herpetology Notes 6: 481-484. 

Teodor LA, Ferenti S, Covaciu-Marcov SD. 2019. 

Weevils die in vain? Understanding messages from 

road-killed weevils (Coleoptera: Curculionoidea). 

Coleopterists Bulletin 73(2): 359-368. 

Tomovic¢ L, Ajti¢ R, Ljubisavljevi¢ K, UroSevic A, Jovic 

D, Krizmani¢ I, Labus N, Dordevi¢ S, Kalezic M, 

Vukov T, et al. 2014. Reptiles in Serbia: distribution 

and diversity patterns. Bulletin of the Natural History 

Museum 7. 129-158. 

Severus-Daniel Covaciu-Marcov, Ph.D., is a Romanian biologist and author of faunistic studies on 

herpetofauna, as well as other animal groups, from Romania. Many of his studies were realized in protected 

areas. Sever is mainly interested in the biogeography of different animal groups, but also in the anthropic 

impacts upon the fauna. In this regard, he has published studies on road mortality, invasive species, and 

other issues. Sever is an Associate Professor at the University of Oradea, Faculty of Informatics and 

Sciences, Department of Biology, in Oradea, Romania. 

Alfred-Stefan Cicort-Lucaciu, Ph.D., is a lecturer at the University of Oradea, Faculty of Informatics 

and Sciences, Department of Biology. His research is mainly focused on the biodiversity of wetlands, 

while most of his publications concern herpetology. Alfred’s Ph.D. thesis focused on the biology, ecology, 

and distribution of salamanders and newts in Romania. 

Daniel-Razvan Pop is an associate assistant at the University of Oradea, Faculty of Informatics and 

Sciences, Department of Biology, and a 1“ year Ph.D. student in the Doctoral School of Biomedical 

Sciences, Domain Biology of the same university. Daniel’s studies are now focusing on railway ecology, 

but he has also worked on studies concerning fauna distribution and anthropogenic impacts. 

Bogdan-lIonut Lucaci is a 3 year B.Sc. student at the University of Oradea, Faculty of Informatics and 

Sciences, Department of Biology. Bogdan is interested in wildlife ecology and biogeography, focusing 

especially on certain groups of vertebrates, such as amphibians and reptiles. He is an enthusiastic 

participant in different studies within the domains of biodiversity conservation in natural protected areas 

Sara Ferenti, Ph.D., is a biologist from Romania, with a special interest in the geographic distribution 

and ecology of terrestrial isopods and herpetofauna. She has conducted studies on the fauna of some 

natural protected areas and some endemic species from Romania, but also on the anthropogenic impacts 

upon the fauna. Sara is an Assistant Professor at the University of Oradea, Faculty of Informatics and 

April 2020 | Volume 14 | Number 1 | e232 


